In general, what benefits are provided under the Part A (Hospital Insurance) program?

The program, which automatically covers eligible persons, generally provides the following benefits:

· The cost of inpatient hospital care for up to ninety days in each benefit period (also known as a “spell of illness”) (for 2014, the patient pays a deductible amount of $1,216 for the first sixty days plus $304 a day for each day in excess of sixty). There are also sixty nonrenewable lifetime reserve days with coinsurance of $608 a day in 2014.

· The cost of post-hospital skilled nursing facility care for up to 100 days in each benefit period (the patient pays $152.00 a day in 2014 after the first twenty days).

· The cost of home health service visits (subject to a limit of 100 post-institutional home health service visits in a spell of illness for Medicare beneficiaries enrolled in Parts A and B) made under a plan of treatment established by a physician. Additional coverage for home health care services that do not meet the Part A coverage criteria may be available under Part B (Medical Insurance). 
· The cost of hospice care for terminally ill patients.

