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Robert Bloink, Esq., LL.M.

Robert Bloink worked with insurance industry producers to help put in force in excess of $2B of life and annuity policies in the past ten years. His insurance practice incorporates sophisticated wealth transfer techniques, as well as counseling institutions in the context of their insurance portfolios and other mortality based exposures. He is a professor of tax for the Graduate Program of International Tax and Financial Services, Thomas Jefferson School of Law. Mr. Bloink has previously taught as an adjunct or visiting professor at USD and St. Thomas law schools.

Previously, Mr. Bloink served as Senior Attorney in the IRS Office of Chief Counsel, Large and Mid-Sized Business Division, where he litigated many cases in the U.S. Tax Court, served as Liaison Counsel for the Offshore Compliance Technical Assistance Program, coordinated examination programs audit teams on the development of issues for large corporate taxpayers, and taught continuing education seminars to Senior Revenue Agents involved in Large Case Exams. In his governmental capacity, Mr. Bloink became recognized as an expert in the taxation of financial structured products and was responsible for the IRS’ first FSA addressing variable forward contracts. Mr. Bloink’s core competencies led to his involvement in prosecuting some of the biggest corporate tax shelters in the history of our country.

William H. Byrnes, Esq., LL.M.

William Byrnes is the leader of Summit Professional Network’s National Underwriter Financial Advisory Publications for the Reference Division, “one of the leading authors and best-selling authors in the professional markets” with 30 books and 23 book chapters that have sold in excess of 100,000 copies in print and online, with over one thousand online annual database subscribers. William Byrnes has been featured in major media (e.g. Wall Street Journal, USA Today). 

William Byrnes’ weekly articles are published in National Underwriter Advanced Markets, Tax Facts Online, ThinkAdvisor and LifeHealthPro. “The authors’ knowledge and experience in tax law and practice provides the expert guidance for National Underwriter to once again deliver a valuable resource for the financial advising community,” (Reuters, January 21, 2014). “In the field of international tax, Prof. William Byrnes is among LexisNexis’s best-selling authors ….” Ray Camiscioli, Esq., LexisNexis, Inc. 
William Byrnes served in senior positions of Coopers and Lybrand where he consulted for multi nationals and high net wealth business owners. He has been commissioned and consulted by a number of governments on their tax, fiscal, and education policy. He was a tenured law faculty member in Miami, Florida, and in the early nineties pioneered online tax and financial services education. He is now Associate Dean of Thomas Jefferson School of Law’s International Tax & Financial Services web-conference programs in San Diego (see www.profwilliambyrnes.com). 

LEAD CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Alexis Long, J.D.

Alexis Long formerly practiced corporate law as an associate with the business transactions group at Schulte Roth & Zabel in New York City. She was a corporate, securities and finance editor for the Practical Law Company before moving to Thomas Jefferson School of Law as publications director. She holds a J.D. from the University of Michigan Law school.

THE TAX FACTS EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Jonathan H. Ellis, J.D., LL.M. (Taxation) 

Mr. Ellis is currently a Shareholder in the law firm of Plotnick & Ellis, P.C., where his practice focuses primarily on estate planning, estate administration, elder law, and the representation of closely held businesses.

He has a B.S. in Accounting from Pennsylvania State University, J.D. from Widener University, and LL.M. (Taxation) from Temple University. In addition, Mr. Ellis is Executive Editor and Co-author, and along with Stephen Leimberg, et.al., of Tools and Techniques of Estate Planning, 16th Edition, The National Underwriter Company, as well as a Co-Author of the 15th Edition. Also, Mr. Ellis is the author of the book “Drafting Wills and Trusts in Pennsylvania”, 2010 Edition for PBI Press. Mr. Ellis is also a member of the Editorial Advisory Board for Tax Facts 2012 through 2015, The National Underwriter Company. In addition, he is the author of 30 articles for Pennsylvania Tax Service Insights (LexisNexis Matthew Bender). Finally, he is a former member of the Adjunct Faculty at Villanova Law School where he taught Family Wealth Planning.

Mr. Ellis frequently speaks to a variety of groups, including attorneys, accountants and financial planners throughout Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland. Mr. Ellis is also the Course Planner for the PBI Courses “Drafting Wills and Trusts in Pennsylvania”, “Wills v. Trusts: A Primer on the Right Tool for Your Clients”, “Use of Trusts”, and “Post-Mortem Estate Planning”, and a participant in a variety of additional courses for PBI. He is also an annual participant in the Villanova University’s annual tax conference, cosponsored with the Internal Revenue Service.

He is a member of the Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Florida Bars; the Montgomery County Bar Association; and the Philadelphia Estate Planning Council. Mr. Ellis is also a Fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel. 
Karl Frank, CFP®, MSF, MBA, MA 

Karl Frank is the President of A&I Financial Services LLC, a Colorado company that helps a small number of successful businesses and families grow and protect their investments and choose how they want to be taxed. Karl and his team provide an array of small business advisory services in the Denver area.

Karl is a leader and a giver in the Denver community. He launched Denver Financial Planning Day in 2009, bringing together the best CFPs in Colorado and providing advice to everyone, whether they are homeless or have millions in their checking accounts. He is the 2014 President of the Financial Planning Association (FPA) of Colorado and has held numerous Director level roles for this, and other, nonprofit organizations. Karl was nominated by his peers as a "Leader in the Profession" and is profiled in the June 2012 edition of the Journal of Financial Planning for "Going the Extra Mile."

He is a Top of the Table member of the Million Dollar Roundtable (MDRT). MDRT membership is recognized internationally as the standard of excellence in the life insurance and financial services business. He was one of less than ten advisors in Colorado to achieve Top of the Table status every year since 2008. Additionally, he is among the top representatives at his broker dealer, Geneos, and a four-time winner of broker dealer of the year.

Karl is also the author of Go Tax Free and has written numerous articles that appear in publications such as the Denver Business Journal and Denver Post. His exit planning work for business owners was featured in Financial Advisor Magazine and Investment Advisor Magazine.

An accomplished public speaker, Karl spoke at the MDRT annual convention in 2013 about tax planning and retirement strategies to a group of more than 1,000 financial professionals. He frequently appears on local television stations and is also actively involved with the Metro Denver Chamber of Commerce as a member of the CEO Exchange.

Karl’s education includes a Certified Financial Planner® designation and three Masters Degrees. He earned a Master of Business Administration and Masters of Science in Finance from the University of Denver, Daniels College and Reimann School of Finance. He also has a Master of Arts in English from the University of Colorado at Boulder. He holds FINRA securities licenses 7, 24, 52, 63, and 65, as well as a life insurance license.

Johni Hays, J.D. 

Johni Hays is Vice-President at Thompson and Associates.  With almost 20 years’ experience as a practicing attorney in charitable and estate planning, Johni Hays is a recognized expert on the subject of charitable gift planning. Johni is the author of the book, Essentials of Annuities and co-author of the book, The Tools and Techniques of Charitable Planning. Johni serves on the Editorial Advisory Board for the books Tax Facts on Investments and Tax Facts on Insurance and Employee Benefits. She serves as a charitable planning author of Steve Leimberg’s electronic newsletter service, LISI, found at www.leimbergservices.com. Johni has been quoted in the Wall Street Journal and has published charitable planning articles in Estate Planning Magazine, Planned Giving Today, Fundraising Success, Life Insurance Selling and the National Underwriter magazines.

Johni is in demand as a national lecturer on estate and charitable planning, probate, living wills, annuities, life insurance, retirement planning and IRAs, as well as income, estate and gift taxation. Johni has been engaged in the practice of law with an emphasis in charitable and estate planning since 1993. 

Prior to joining Thompson & Associates, Johni served as the Senior Gift Planning Consultant for The Stelter Company. Prior to that as the Executive Director of the Greater Des Moines Community Foundation Planned Giving Institute. In addition, Johni practiced estate planning with Myers Krause and Stevens, Chartered law firm in Naples Florida, where she specialized in estate planning.

Johni graduated cum laude with a Juris Doctor degree from Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa, in 1993. She also holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from Drake University and graduated magna cum laude in 1988.

Johni is the president of the Charitable Estate Planning Institute and she also serves on the national board of the Partnership for Philanthropic Planning (PPP) formerly the National Committee on Planned Giving. Johni serves on the Technical Advisory Board for the Stelter Company and is a charter member of PPP’s Leadership Institute. She is also a member of the Mid-Iowa Planned Giving Council and the Mid-Iowa Estate and Financial Planners Council (president 2007-2008). Johni has been a member of both the Iowa Bar and the Florida Bar since 1993. She resides in Johnston, Iowa, with her husband, Dave Schlindwein.
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Caroline B. McKay, J.D.

Caroline B. McKay is an Associate Counsel of the Advanced Markets department for John Hancock Insurance (USA). In her current position, Caroline provides estate and business planning support to home office employees, field personnel, and producers. Caroline is also a recurring host on John Hancock’s weekly JHAM Radio program and a regular speaker at industry meetings around the country. 

Caroline is a contributing author of the 16th edition of The Tools & Techniques of Estate Planning by Stephan Leimberg and previously has been published on Wealth Management.com.

Prior to joining John Hancock, Caroline was in private practice in the Boston area where she concentrated her practice on estate planning, probate, business succession planning, and charitable planning for moderate and high net worth individuals and companies. 
Caroline received her Bachelor of Arts degree, magna cum laude, in History from Colby College in Waterville, Maine, and her Juris Doctor degree cum laude from Suffolk University Law School, Boston, Massachusetts. While at Suffolk Law, she was a member of the Law Review and was published in the Suffolk University Law Review. Upon receiving her J.D., Caroline spent one year clerking for the Honorable Chief Justice Paul Suttell of the Rhode Island Supreme Court. 

Jayne Elizabeth Zanglein 

Jayne Elizabeth Zanglein is a prolific writer on employee benefits. She contributes regularly to journals such as the ABA Supreme Court Preview, the Journal of Taxation of Employee Benefits, and the NYU Review of Employee Benefits and Executive Compensation. Her treatise, ERISA Litigation, was published in 2003 and is now in its fourth edition. She serves as an employee benefits expert and neutral in class action cases. 

She is the cochair of the Fiduciary Duties Committee of the ABA Section on Labor and Employment Law’s subcommittee on Employee Benefits. She has served on various task forces including Governor Cuomo’s Task Force on Pension Fund Investments. She has worked on pension fund reform in Ontario and South Africa. She currently teaches law and dispute resolution at Western Carolina University.

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS

Publisher

Kelly B. Maheu, J.D., is Managing Director of the Professional Publishing Division of The National Underwriter Company, a Division of Summit Professional Networks. Kelly has been with The National Underwriter Company since 2006, serving in editorial, content acquisition, and product development roles prior to being named Managing Director. 

Prior to joining The National Underwriter Company, Kelly worked in the legal and insurance fields for LexisNexis®, Progressive Insurance, and a Cincinnati insurance defense litigation firm. 

Kelly has edited and contributed to numerous books and publications including the Personal Auto Insurance Policy Coverage Guide, Cyberliability and Insurance, The National Underwriter Sales Essentials Series, and The Tools and Techniques of Risk Management for Financial Planners.

Kelly earned her law degree from The University of Cincinnati College of Law and holds a BA from Miami University, Ohio, with a double major in English/Journalism and Psychology. 

Senior Tax Editor

Richard H. Cline, J.D., is the Senior Tax Editor for the Professional Publishing Division at the National Underwriter Company. He is responsible for both the print and online versions of Tax Facts as well as developing new tax products for our customers.

Richard joined the company in 2013 but has over twenty-five years of tax editing and publishing experience. Prior to joining our team, Richard worked for Lexis-Nexis, CCH, Inc., and PricewaterhouseCoopers.

He has a B.S. degree from Franklin and Marshall College in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and earned his law degree from Tulane University in New Orleans, Louisiana.

Managing Editor

Christine G. Barlow, CPCU, is Managing Editor of the Professional Publishing Division, a division of Summit Professional Networks. Christine has fifteen years’ experience in the insurance industry, beginning as a claims adjuster then working as an underwriter and underwriting supervisor handling personal lines. Before joining FC&S, Christine worked as an Underwriting Supervisor for Maryland Auto Insurance Fund, and as Senior Underwriter/Underwriter for companies Montgomery Mutual, Old American, Charter Group, and Nationwide.

Editorial Services
Connie L. Jump, Supervisor, Electronic Publication Production

Patti O’Leary, Editorial Assistant
